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DETAILED ACTION 

I. The Art Unit location of this application in the USPTO has changed. To aid in 
correlating any papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this application 
should be directed to Art Unit 2617. 

II. The current office-action is in response to the amendment filed on 05/26/2006. 
Accordingly, Claims 1-11 are pending for further examination as follows: 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

III. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 05/26/2006 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

IV. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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V. Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) as being anticipated by Applicant 
admitted prior art (Application No. 09/772621). 

As per claim 1, Applicant admitted prior art teaches: 

A module for controlling an electronic device (Fig.l, Pg.l; 9-13) comprising: 

A device controller having a plurality of selectable operating modes, the operating modes 

defining respective sets of operating parameters for functions of the electronic device, (2; Fig.l, 

Pg-1; 13-16) 

A voice detection submodule (10; Fig.l, Pg.l; 16-18) coupled to the device controller, 
the submodule comprising: 

An input circuit for receiving a voice signal and converting the voice signal into an 
electrical signal; (10; Fig.l, Pg.l; 16-18) and 

A digital signal processor coupled to the input circuit; (8; Fig.l, Pg.l; 16-18) 

A multi-bus for conveying electrical signals; (connections between devices; Fig.l, Pg.l; 

16-18) 

A device data storage coupled via the multi-bus to the voice detection sub-module and to 
the device controller, the device data storage adapted to store a library of voice tags of at least 
one user of the device; (82; Fig.l, Pg.l; 19-21) 

Wherein the voice detection sub-module is operable to compare an input voice signal 
with the library of stored voice tags stored in the device data storage, (81; Fig.l, Pg.l; 21-26) 

Wherein the device controller is adapted to output a control signal to the electronic device 
on the basis of the comparison by the voice detection submodule, (Pg.l; 26-Pg.2; 1) 
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Wherein each operating mode of the electronic device has an associated library of stored 
voice tags for use by the voice detection sub-module when the operating mode concerned is 
selected, whereupon the selection of a certain operating mode of the electronic device, the device 
controller is adapted-to transfer to the sub-module memory a subset of the reference voice tags 
from the library of stored reference voice tags in accordance with the operating mode selected 
(i.e. Another feature of some electronic devices, most notably mobile telephones and mobile 
companions/organisers, is the provision of preferred operating modes in which groups of 
operating parameters of the device can be set simply by choosing the appropriate operating 
mode, or "profile". For example, for a mobile telephone, different parameters can be set for use 
in a meeting compared to those required for use in a car. Examples of typical profiles for a 
mobile telephone are: Normal (default), Meeting, In Car, Outdoors, Portable Hands-free, and 
Home. Typical settings for the various profiles are shown in FIG. 3; 62; Fig.l, Pg.2; 14-26) and 

Wherein the stored voice tags comprise profile data correlated to different operating 
modes, (i.e. In the device shown in FIG. 1, data relating to the various operating modes are 
stored in a profiles data area 61 of the device data storage 6, and are recalled by the controller 
2;61;Fig.l,Pg.2; 14-34) 

As per claim 2, Applicant admitted prior art teaches: 

A module for controlling an electronic device (Fig.l; Pg.l; 9-13) 

At least a device controller (2; Fig.l, Pg.l; 13-16), a digital signal processor; (8; Fig.l, 

Pg.l; 16-18) and a memory for storing a plurality of selectable operating modes, (6; Fig.l, Pg.l; 
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26-30) each operating modes defining a set of operating parameters for functions of the 
electronic device, (Pg.l; 26-Pg.2; 1) 

The DSP having at least one voice activation function responsive to an input voice signal 
(10; Fig.l,Pg.l; 16-18) and 

The memory being adapted to store reference voice tags by at least one user of the 
device. (81; Fig. 1, Pg.l; 21-26) 

Wherein the reference voice tags are stored in groups, each of which relates to a specific 
operating mode of the device, (i.e. Another feature of some electronic devices, most notably 
mobile telephones and mobile companions/organizers, is the provision of preferred operating 
modes in which groups of operating parameters of the device can be set simply by choosing the 
appropriate operating mode, or "profile". For example, for a mobile telephone, different 
parameters can be set for use in a meeting compared to those required for use in a car. Examples 
of typical profiles for a mobile telephone are: Normal (default), Meeting, In Car, Outdoors, 
Portable Hands-free, and Home. Typical settings for the various profiles are shown in FIG. 3; 
62;Fig.l,Pg.2; 14-34). 

As per claim 3, Applicant admitted prior art teaches: 

The module for controlling an electronic device (Fig.l; Pg.l; 9-13) according to claim 1 
or 2, wherein the electronic device is a mobile telephone and having a voice activated dialing 
function for dialing called numbers in response to a voice input from a user, the groups of 
reference voice tags including references to intended called numbers, (i.e. Another feature of 
some electronic devices, most notably mobile telephones and mobile companions/organizers, is 
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the provision of preferred operating modes in which groups of operating parameters of the device 
can be set simply by choosing the appropriate operating mode, or "profile". For example, for a 
mobile telephone, different parameters can be set for use in a meeting compared to those 
required for use in a car. Examples of typical profiles for a mobile telephone are: Normal 
(default), Meeting, In Car, Outdoors, Portable Hands-free, and Home. Typical settings for the 
various profiles are shown in FIG. 3; 62; Fig.l, Pg.2; 14-34). 

As per claim 4, Applicant admitted prior art teaches: 

The module for controlling an electronic device (Fig.l; Pg.l; 9-13) according to claim 1 
or 2, wherein the electronic device is a mobile telephone and being a mobile telephone, and 
wherein the reference voice signals relate to specific functions of the telephone. (Pg.l; 18-26) 

As per claim 5, Applicant admitted prior art teaches: 

The module for controlling an electronic device (Fig.l; Pg.l; 9-13) according to claim 1 
or 2, wherein the electronic device is a mobile telephone and, being a mobile telephone, wherein 
at least one operating mode is defined by at least one user of the telephone, the reference signal 
group associated with that operating mode also being defined by the user. (Pg.2; 14-34) 

As per claim 6, Applicant admitted prior art teaches: 

A method of operating an electronic device (Fig.l; Pg.l; 9-13) which has a plurality of 
operating modes for defining operating parameters of the device, and which has at least one 
voice activated function, (Pg.l; 13-26) 
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Storing reference voice signals in groups; (81; Fig.l, Pg.l; 21-26) 
Associating the said groups with respective operating modes of the electronic device. 
(Pg.l;26-Pg.2;l) 

Using an associated group of reference signals for voice signal matching in a chosen 
operating mode, (i.e. Another feature of some electronic devices, most notably mobile telephones 
and mobile companions/organizers, is the provision of preferred operating modes in which 
groups of operating parameters of the device can be set simply by choosing the appropriate 
operating mode, or "profile". For example, for a mobile telephone, different parameters can be 
set for use in a meeting compared to those required for use in a car. Examples of typical profiles 
for a mobile telephone are: Normal (default), Meeting, In Car, Outdoors, Portable Hands-free, 
and Home. Typical settings for the various profiles are shown in FIG. 3; 62; Fig.l, Pg.2; 14-34) 

As per claim 7, Applicant admitted prior art teaches: 

A method as claimed in claim 6, wherein the device is a mobile telephone. (Fig.l; Pg.l; 

9-13) 

As per claim 8, Applicant admitted prior art teaches: 

A method as claimed in claim 7, wherein each operating mode defines a respective list of 
voice references to potential dialed numbers, the voice references being compared with an input 
voice signal to determine the number to be dialed by the telephone. (Pg.l; 26-Pg.2; 1) 



As per claim 9, Applicant admitted prior art teaches: 
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The module for controlling an electronic device according to claim 1, further comprising 
the device data storage adapted to store a plurality of Libraries of voice tags, wherein each 
Library comprises a plurality of voice tags associated with a plurality of operating modes of the 
electronic device, (i.e. Another feature of some electronic devices, most notably mobile 
telephones and mobile companions/organizers, is the provision of preferred operating modes in 
which groups of operating parameters of the device can be set simply by choosing the 
appropriate operating mode, or "profile". For example, for a mobile telephone, different 
parameters can be set for use in a meeting compared to those required for use in a car. Examples 
of typical profiles for a mobile telephone are: Normal (default), Meeting, In Car, Outdoors, 
Portable Hands-free, and Home. Typical settings for the various profiles are shown in FIG. 3; 
62;Fig.l,Pg.2; 14-34) 

As per claim 10, Applicant admitted prior art teaches: 

The module for controlling an electronic device according to claim 9, further comprising 
at Least one of the plurality of operating modes of the electronic device being selected from the 
group consisting of normal, meeting, in-car, outdoors, portable hands free, country time period 
and home. (i.e. Another feature of some electronic devices, most notably mobile telephones and 
mobile companions/organizers, is the provision of preferred operating modes in which groups of 
operating parameters of the device can be set simply by choosing the appropriate operating 
mode, or "profile". For example, for a mobile telephone, different parameters can be set for use 
in a meeting compared to those required for use in a car. Examples of typical profiles for a 
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mobile telephone are: Normal (default), Meeting, In Car, Outdoors, Portable Hands-free, and 
Home. Typical settings for the various profiles are shown in FIG. 3; 62; Fig.l, Pg.2; 14-34) 

As per claim 11, Applicant admitted prior art teaches: 

The module for controlling an electronic device according to claim 9, wherein the 
plurality of operating modes comprise at Least normal, meeting, in-car, outdoors, portable hands 
free, country time period and home. (i.e. Another feature of some electronic devices, most 
notably mobile telephones and mobile companions/organizers, is the provision of preferred 
operating modes in which groups of operating parameters of the device can be set simply by 
choosing the appropriate operating mode, or "profile". For example, for a mobile telephone, 
different parameters can be set for use in a meeting compared to those required for use in a car. 
Examples of typical profiles for a mobile telephone are: Normal (default), Meeting, In Car, 
Outdoors, Portable Hands- free, and Home. Typical settings for the various profiles are shown in 
FIG. 3; 62; Fig.l, Pg.2; 14-34) 

In addition, based on different reference as follows: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

VI. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

VII. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) as being anticipated by Barber (US 
6198947). 

As per claims 1-2, 6, Barber teaches: 

A module (26; Fig.l, Col.5; 1-13, Abstract) for controlling an electronic device (12, 
Fig.l, Col.5; 1-13, Abstract) comprising: 

A device controller (108; Fig.4, Col.6; 19-50) having a plurality of selectable operating 
modes, the operating modes defining respective sets of operating parameters for functions of the 
electronic device, (i.e. HOME, OFFICE, MOM; Col.9; 25-52) 

A voice detection submodule (96; Fig.3, Col.5; 32-46) coupled to the device controller, 
the submodule comprising: 

An input circuit for receiving a voice signal and converting the voice signal into an 
electrical signal; (34; Fig.l, Col.5; 14-31) and 

A digital signal processor having sub-module memory coupled to the input circuit; (120; 
Fig.4, Col.6; 19-50) 

A multi-bus for conveying electrical signals; (22; Fig.l, Col.5; 1-13) 

A device data storage coupled via the multi-bus to the voice detection sub-module and to 
the device controller, the device data storage adapted to store a library of reference voice tags of 
at least one user of the device; (120; Fig.4, Col.6; 19-50) 
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Wherein the voice detection sub-module is operable to compare an input voice signal 
with the library of stored reference voice tags transferred from the device data storage to the sub- 
module memory, (120; Fig.4, Col.6; 19-50) 

Wherein the device controller is adapted to output a control signal to the electronic device 
on the basis of the comparison by the voice detection submodule, (120; Fig.4, Col.6; 19-50) 

Wherein each operating mode of the electronic device has an associated library of stored 
reference voice tags for use by the voice detection sub-module when the operating mode 
concerned is selected, (i.e. NAM memory 120 stores the telephone number for the portable 12, 
electronic serial number information, personal & vehicle options, and other parameters required 
for proper operation of the phone, etc. Assigned user storage 116 stores telephone numbers and 
assigned alpha-numeric descriptions (names) in a scrollable and individually addressable 
arrangement; scratchpad memory 126 temporarily stores unassigned telephone numbers in 
scrollable form; and current dialing sequence memory 122 temporarily stores the telephone 
number which will be used to initiate the next call. Speaker and microphone circuitry 110 
supports the internal speaker 32 and microphone 34 (FIG. 2) which are operational when the 
portable 12 is not in a handsfree mode, and keys circuit 112 supports normal key entry on 
cellular telephone keypad 42 (FIG. 2) and up/down keys 36, 38 (FIG. 2) of portable 12; Col.6; 
19-50, HOME, OFFICE, MOM; Col.9; 25-Col.ll; 17) and 

Wherein the stored reference voice tags comprise profile data correlated to different 
operating modes, (i.e. HOME, OFFICE, MOM; Col.9; 25-52) and 

Whereupon the selection of a certain operating mode of the electronic device, the device 
controller is adapted-to transfer to the sub-module memory a subset of the reference voice tags 
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from the library of stored reference voice tags in accordance with the operating mode selected, 
(i.e. NAM memory 120 stores the telephone number for the portable 12, electronic serial number 
information, personal & vehicle options, and other parameters required for proper operation of 
the phone, etc. Assigned user storage 116 stores telephone numbers and assigned alpha-numeric 
descriptions (names) in a scrollable and individually addressable arrangement; scratchpad 
memory 126 temporarily stores unassigned telephone numbers in scrollable form; and current 
dialing sequence memory 122 temporarily stores the telephone number which will be used to 
initiate the next call. Speaker and microphone circuitry 110 supports the internal speaker 32 and 
microphone 34 (FIG. 2) which are operational when the portable 12 is not in a handsfree mode, 
and keys circuit 112 supports normal key entry on cellular telephone keypad 42 (FIG. 2) and 
up/down keys 36, 38 (FIG. 2) of portable 12; Col.6; 19-50, HOME, OFFICE, MOM; Col.9; 25- 
Col.ll; 17). 

As per claim 3, Barber teaches: 

The module for controlling an electronic device (Fig.l; Pg.l; 9-13) according to claim 1 
or 2, wherein the electronic device is a mobile telephone and having a voice activated dialing 
function for dialing called numbers in response to a voice input from a user, the groups of 
reference voice tags including references to intended called numbers, (i.e. HOME, OFFICE, 
MOM; Col.9; 25-52). 



As per claim 4, Barber teaches: 
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The module for controlling an electronic device according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the 
electronic device is a mobile telephone and being a mobile telephone, and wherein the reference 
voice signals relate to specific functions of the telephone, (i.e. muting, volume changes; Col. 9; 
25-52) 

As per claim 5, Barber teaches: 

The module for controlling an electronic device according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the 
electronic device is a mobile telephone and, being a mobile telephone, wherein at least one 
operating mode is defined by at least one user of the telephone, the reference signal group 
associated with that operating mode also being defined by the user. (i.e. HOME, OFFICE, 
MOM; Col.9; 25-52) 

As per claim 7, Barber teaches: 

A method as claimed in claim 6, wherein the device is a mobile telephone. (12, Fig.l, 
Col.5; 1-13, Abstract) 

As per claim 8, Barber teaches: 

A method as claimed in claim 7, wherein each operating mode defines a respective list of 
voice references to potential dialed numbers, the voice references being compared with an input 
voice signal to determine the number to be dialed by the telephone, (i.e. quick dial, Col.5; 32-46) 



As per claim 9, Barber teaches: 
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The module for controlling an electronic device according to claim 1, further comprising 
the device data storage adapted to store a plurality of Libraries of voice tags, wherein each 
Library comprises a plurality of voice tags associated with a plurality of operating modes of the 
electronic device, (i.e. muting, volume changes; Col.9; 25-52) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

VIII. Claims 10-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Barber 
(US 6198947) in view of Finke-Anlauff [US 5479476]. 

As per claims 10-11, Barber disclose all the particulars of the claim except at least one of 
the plurality of operating modes of the electronic device being selected from the group consisting 
of normal, meeting, in-car, outdoors, portable hands free, country time period and home. 
However, Finke-Anlauff teaches in an analogous art that the module for controlling an electronic 
device according to claim 9, further comprising at least one of the plurality of operating modes 
of the electronic device being selected from the group consisting of normal, meeting, in-car, 
outdoors, portable hands free, country time period and home. (Col.3; 57-Col.4; 12, Col.5; 3-67) 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
to modify Barber including at least one of the plurality of operating modes of the electronic 
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device being selected from the group consisting of normal, meeting, in-car, outdoors, portable 
hands free, country time period and home in order to provide a mobile telephone has a plurality 
of user adjustable operating characteristics, such as the volume of an output signal, the ringing 
volume, and the generation of tones. 

Response to Amendments & Arguments 

IX. Applicant's arguments filed on 05/26/2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Furthermore, Applicant respectfully disagrees about the cited passage in the given 
references. However, the determination of anticipation is still based upon the Barber reference as 
follows. Applicant argues that Barber doesn't teaches "an associated library of stored voice tags 
for use by the voice detection sub-module when the operating mode is concerned." Relatively, 
Barber discloses voice tags (i.e. NAM memory 120 stores the telephone number for the 
portable 12, electronic serial number information, personal & vehicle options, and other 
parameters required for proper operation of the phone, etc. Assigned user storage 116 
stores telephone numbers and assigned alpha-numeric descriptions (names) in a 
scrollable and individually addressable arrangement; scratchpad memory 126 
temporarily stores unassigned telephone numbers in scrollable form; and current dialing 
sequence memory 122 temporarily stores the telephone number which will be used to 
initiate the next call. Speaker and microphone circuitry 1 10 supports the internal 
speaker 32 and microphone 34 (FIG. 2) which are operational when the portable 12 is 
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not in a handsfree mode, and keys circuit 112 supports normal key entry on cellular 
telephone keypad 42 (FIG. 2) and up/down keys 36, 38 (FIG. 2) of portable 12; Col.6; 
19-50, HOME, OFFICE, MOM; Col.9; 25-CoU 1 ; 17), which presumably are all loaded into 
DSP memory from the device memory, regardless of the operating mode concerned. Examiner 
still apparently seeing that voice tags for example "HOME" can operate the numerous memory 
location of the directory which includes modes like muting, volume changes, quick dialing etc. 
(please see Col.9; 25-47). 

With the intention of above discussion, Barber can easily read as the claimed limitation. 
Consequently as one skill in the art would distinguish the Barber edify the claimed limitations. 
Therefore, it is believed and as enlighten above, the rejections should be sustained. 

Conclusion 

X. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sharad Rampuria whose telephone number is (571) 272-7870. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. (8:30-5). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on (571) 272-7495. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/pair. Should you have questions on access to 
the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free) or EBC®Mspto.zov . 



Sharad Rampuria 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2617 




